14

L&
FTE
185

LANDSCAPE LIGHTING:
Low-Impact Illumination

Ty Wartheea Tridis
"".'n.' redured, well=lo=clo
couple fved Tor ther
'.':._'.:_:k'r-.':m,f lamedscape,
an elegant combina-
tsan of paths winding through care-
fully spaced trees and planting
bseids, @ waterfall, swimnmming pescl
and sga. They had coffee there in
the meanings, lanch in the afber-
ot 11 ok & landscaps design-
er, oral deigner, and waber featare
speciihist o desion the seiting,
ol 1 fenm of wantretoes weaking
far mienths o constnecl i

Cost and the site disruption
required to install line-voltage
lighting made it fairly
unattractive for the
residential landscape market.

Thez complesed scene hind been
in place for e vears before Lhe
couple decided e have lighting
installed s dhey could enjoy it in
the evening, They anly had one
minclate, recalls Constantine
Pergantis, owner of Mite Lics, a

lighdang abesign, istalbation, and
sales fien in Mol Potomac, MDD,

Wi were the [ast people on the
p'.'-:_lj-:_:-;l._ amel o our st day on e
jab the clients teld ws, Dot wou
dare meeas up our flowers and
plars,” and they wene dead semous,”

- K

Lew-valtage Tixtures represant little danger to Insiallers,
Phate courfesy: W.F. Harris Lighting,

Pergannis recalls, then laughs.
“Homesily, this beauriful backyard

was their whole life
To minimize disturbanes L
the property, Fersinis chioss [ows-
virltiae lightima, which genorlly
requires less surface distarbances
tlsan line-voltage lighting instal-
lation. “We lit individual trees,
which had boeen pcrli.ﬁ.'rlg,::-:r.:u.'uli.-l'u
thint ¥l hid & hghtel free, then
clirkness, Huhted wew, dockness, and
sivon,” e explains. “We shed light
ant e waterfall where it made
coatact with the rocks at the base,
o on page 76

- Lew-valtage lighting fransferms this backyard pool and

spa area inta a nighttime wandertand. By uging low woltage,
ihe dasigeer was abde 1o bring light chese to the waber's edge.



LAMNDSCAPE LIGHTIHNG
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i that the water sparkled as it exploded info
the peall, We it |'_|i|r||1.!.-'.rl.rs For rrighl ACCEsS 0
Ui garten — bl whal we really dic, all anail,
was extend its overall use”

Laww O3 Line

I bosth Dovee f 120 and haygh € 8 10yl bl
scape lighting, options ame neady unfimited. Prior
ot ewedoparcit of kew-voliage landscape light-
inz, howerver, ling voltags was the only aption.
Lirc-valtage lighting installation was, ad siall
ir;. e sale damain of the liceiged electrical con-
Isactior, whach coninbubed 16 the expense of line-
woltage lyrheing installatioms, Cost anid the sile
dsmapdicn recpaired 1o install | m.h'-.'{'-'llug:,: Ii|rr'hr-
ing made it fairly unattractive for the residen-
tial landscape market. et ling-woltage lighting
i mot witlwour e advaniages, particulasdy in con-
inereaal i].[l|:l|'.1.':ll'il:l\.llri wiiere 1l 35 L s eont-
mon chooe,

“Lame voltigze sl oo o s i wiier vamns
aby of higher wittnge Tnmps ghit have 1I_‘|ﬂj_1|."T
lives, far the mest pan,” sas Pergandis, *That's
particulary impertant for large cormmecial pro-
Jects, where maintenance is a greater con-
o, Plis, with e higlwer wattase laimps, yow
an hight up larger areas with Tewer Nxlures.

“The primary chsadvantases 1o using line
'.-'|:|II;J.J_u.= 1% st bath the lnmps and fixiomes
tend to cost more than low-valtage — and the

Be prepared to set up
demonstrations if possible.
Showing a client a specific effect is
much more effective than
telling him or her about it.

i fo i elevtrician Ao 1 job, which boosts
instillition expense, Line=voltige fixtones
alge arcn’t very flexibls in terms of being
ahte e move them onoe they ne nstalled.
They require sericus site disturbanee toinstall,
which cam b omejor pralalem e existing L
sgopes. Also, althowgh the distonce varies
Eronn siane 1o state, vou can't run them oo cloge
to badies of water,™

The two most immediate advantages 1o
L =vnltigne lgchfengr, acoaning 10 Parganns,
are flexibility, meaning they can be casily
monvad B secomimodale maturng Lindscapes,
and case of installation. Electrical conirac-
tars are genentlly ma reguared (o mstall low-
virltags lighting, and the wires do not need te

b burted as decply as those of their line-
vl comnterparts, Lowessalligne bulbs, be adls,
arc more precise Bocauss the lamp does “the
wark,” as apposed 10 hne=valtage fislures
where the reflector inthe fixturng tends 1o con-
tral or wm the light

In addition, low-valtage fichures tend 1o be
muwch smaller and less ebtrusive, as ane the
lnmpes themselees, Onee enly the realm af Tine-
valtage products, ligh-quality cast aluminuim,
copper, sl bronee Lol {axiures e
available.

“Laww elisiurbsirsse 1o the Tinclasge 15 a hogs
advantage with low-voliage,” Pergantis enthus-
e, let's say you'me talkmg alsaal o oot vand
with nice amamental tress and planting beds

Tz Fasz thinsz n sz sworkd you o e clieid wan
15 10 dissupl tat wath trenches amd have o
dhemanl oty roeas aned arriation Hes, That's naot
am s with lowevoltnge lightins,

“In 5 backyand aren with a pool, one of the
r.rinw..-:.-.;..;l-.'._lnl:ll__-;h::-: is that WL G U levr walt-
apme right up te the water's edge.” he continues,
“You can use low-voltage fixtures that arc
desigried specifically for decks and stairs ancumnd
peosnls, 2 oppaocd te using linc-voliage ood lizhis
olT the house or altrosive peat lighes"

Whils Pergantis socs low-voltage lighting
U etz O o fie most resscdentipl projects,
he concades that 1 does bave ceriun hrmtabons.

“TE wonn e gl a0 Lkicre estate imidscape,
vo 't ahvionsly not g b ':igl'.1 i with o
valtage,” he states, “In uplighting il frecs
surrounding a praperty, or downlighting from
them. line voltage would be the best chedee.

“Widh loww waltage. the bigoest diszdvan-
fage is the distance you can i the lights
from 1l rarsfonmer ot the autlel,” be contines,
o e st pest, e v kength o aboal
250 Teet, 50 om something ke o S-fool
clriverasiy, v’ d be better ofTusing line vall-
agrie fivr 1k Inphiling, mither than bTiI'.j.'_iﬂ;j ir e
1.'|,'|II:|__5;{: I|;J'II=I.'.'._|}'4,E|'_|'.'|.'n the |_1Ti'-'|.,.""l.l|'il'r..' ju:-;rsu i
can plug in ancther low-voliage system.”™

e Crnaliny

Heing sirietly regelated and hmited 1o
licersed professiorals for irstallation, lne-vel-
ape honsdseape Dahting and fixtare guality

i haves Becn Sairly beyond il grasp of most
harmeewners, IFan inferior ling=veltape prod-
et imareeed 10 make i way fo the morket and
into a client's landscape, the client would
likely be unsraare of o until the fixtune or
lamp failed. But bew-valiage ldscage light-
in kits od warging cuzality ooened the warld of
landscape lighting to the da-it-yoursel f home-
oo, These kits, however, ore 2 Far oy Froam
thie professional qualicy low-voliage peadects
availuble, And Perpantis asseris thad, most of
thi I:i||'||:._1|"||:'_-.' resenl 1] R T l.'\-:|:|:||:-\.'l'ilil.||1
to professional low-veltage lighting design
anal imstal it services.

“If spmeons has nice house whers they
miht xpul'.cl..'?:-lﬁ.llill] o The lamedscagee, al's 2
safe bet that they're not cutting their own
lawn, or installing their own Iighlinj:._" 18]
saya, “You'll never convinee the do-it-yor-
self persom that what vl ] 4_-.|'&:r.~nj_1'i!_-: warth
what you ask — one low-voltage fxmure we
select can cost mch mane than an entine kit ot
a mass merchandising eenter — bt then the
market for professionnl landscaps lighting
temcls ned tor comsst of do-tt-yvoursal fers, Mat
bt losw-weltage lighting is difficult to install,
bt simpone wha hires o Bimdscape or lighting
destoner probably st going o be digping heles
for Iighl Fistuares,™

With aloest 40 low-voeliape landscage
lighting manufaciarers in the markes, quality
can vary widely, Pergantis sugoests aking 2
close ook ar fixtme consmuction, a5 well a5 man-
ulizclurers” wiarranlies,

“Lsak For soimething thet is cast, ather hsan
spum,” heabvises, “Cast xlomes tend g be thick-
er, heavier, and will stand up te years of
weather and abuse. Spun fixtures dent eazily
and anz mwch more fragile. Look ab il fixture,
inzide and our. Seckets slauld be made of beass
or slaimbess steel, Look For extermsl pasts thi
sepnl nast, As Bor warmsinbies, ib's not i el sl
te ook af the warmanty an the fixiure’s finish,
simce it will be ot there in the epen ard is the
firat ling of defense.”

While raat hieht sowrees available for line
wirltige lighbms aire also available for loaweevalt
1N mehling flucsescent, Penpmntis selects habo-
gen T3 peroent of the tine for lighting larelscapes,
“Halogen gives wou true colors in plant mats-
ks becawse s an extremely “whaee® Llight,"
brer swss, = A hidogen Tabas ted v Last a long
timmie, which reduces mintenance,™

Line or Josw '.-'|_'||Ii||'_l;..=, the j_;u_'-:_l'. is b LG clients
wieat they weant in landscape lighting. Staying
flexible and fstering anc crecial. Renderings
iy 10l be effective in commenicaling your
mkeas 1 o chent, so be preparecd 0 set up
demansirations iI'pl,'-s;;;lbIr :‘:i'nn'ﬂ.'ing aoeliend
a specific ¢ffeet is much moere effective than
tellimg lien or her abear it

“Tloeme's 0 many aptions sy, Perzastis
carludes, “Thers's almiost mo excuse for ni
heing ahle o plense o client with ladscps light-
ing. With lighting, you can opsn up o whals
iy autdoor world.”



