Jinny Ravenscroft Danzer

When the Belle Haven Country
Clul in Alexandria, Virginia, reno-
vabed their club building, they
added two rooms with floor-to-ceil-
ing windows to take advantage of
their view of the Potomac River,
They soon discovered, however,
that the most you could see out of
fhe windows at night was your
own reflection,

“We have a lot of parties after
dark,” said Manager Ed Shaugh-
nessy, CCM. "IFs no good to have a

great view if people can't see it." 5o
the club hired a lighting design
company o e “shed some light™ on
the subject. Vernon Daniel Associ-
ates placed dllumination in the trees
outside the club building and down
the 15th fairway outside the dining
TOOTL

“Mow, with the lights on, you
can see the wonderful flower beds,
the flag bloswing in the breeze, and
the fairway beyond,” Shaughnessy
said. “The membars’ visits are real-
ly enhanced and they get a chance

b showw off the club o their guests.”™
A club can be illuminated at
night by a hodgepodge of flood-
lights an the parking lot, spotlights
on the club building, and lines of
small fixtures along walkways. Or
lighting can have a more dramatic
impact, capturing the essence of
meanlight, accentuating the natural
beauty of buildings, trees, and stat-
uary, and at the same time provid-
ing light necessary for safety and
security.
Conbipaed on page 112



VWORDS OF WISDOM FROM LANDSCAPE LIGHTING VETERANS

s oot poforomneps on ]:i.:;'lﬂ'i:nﬂ LOT-
panies from other clubs and from
emplovees whose judgment you
brust, advised Congressional Coun-
try Club's project coordinator, Ver-
non Strickland, o and look at ex-
amples of a company’s work.

¢ Avoid any proposals that sug-
gest bare flondlights attached to the
corner of a building or little light
fixtures stuck along paths and dri-
ves, agreed designers Vernon
Daniel and Constantine Pergantis,
Such fixtures are visible during the
dav and at night vou see either {hea
light sources or, if the lamps are
shielded, little puddles of light.

» Dan't tey bo light large trees
vourself advised Edward Felshow,
general manager of the Chevy
Chaze Club: vou won't get the effect
v want. Some lighting experts
design their own fixtures, S0 you
can't even buy them.

» Combine your lighling instal-
lakon with other seark around the
club, it possible, advised General
Manager Ed Shaughnessy, CCM, of
Belle Haven Country Club, While
the club wis repaving its golf cark
paths, the lighting company in-
glalled wires in steel conduits un-
derneath the paths, The Chevy
Chase Club is waiting to finalise the
adjustment of new lighting until its
goli-course renovalion is complel-
e, said General Manager Edward
Felshow,

= Hawve your maintenance staff
do the routine waork — the basic

alectrical distribution — if there is
N existing power or more distrbu-
tion is needed when you install a
new system, recommended Flain-
field Country Cluk's General Man-
ager, Roger I?.-;:-,i.,Lml:la] CHA, When
F‘Iamf:e]cl added on to its lighting
system, stalf electricians completed
the wiring after the first stagre and
did the final connections to the pan-
elz. The designer [Vernon Daniel]
then installed the Axtuces and ori-
ented the lamps.

= Save on electricity by planning
to zone lighting areas in much the
ST Wiy Y mone armgihion sy s
tems for the grounds, suggested
Conatantine Pergantiz of Mite Lites.
Areas that will aperate on the same
schedule should b wired together,
They can then be operated by re-
mote control by means of a combi-
nafion fime cleck and phote cell.

* When you have lighting in-
slalled, put in zome extra cable for
later uee, advised Belle Haven's
General Manager, Ed Shaughnessy,
CCM. With the extra cable the club
had a light installed in a tree at the
practice putting green and was able
to light a new 40-foot flag pole that
made a big hit with the members.
The club alzo had theee Z-inch con-
duits put in between the club build-
ing and a new sports center that
they used later to tie together the
telephone system, cable TV, and
computer system.

During a period of increased se-
-.’_'l.:ril}' the F{I:I'Iﬂrl"!ﬂ.‘i'i(}ﬁﬁ] r.rml'llr_',-'

Club added a large light near the
gate that illuminated a security per-
gon standing out in the traffic.
“There was a certain amount of
cushion built in when the svstem
was originally designed,” said pro-
ject coordinator Vernon Strickland,

» Keep bwo extra light bulbs of
each kind on hand so that the main-

femance crew can replace bulbs, rec-

ommended Shaughnesay. Pergantis
of Mite Lites recommended also
gelling a complate list of materials,
including the manufacturer, the
stock mumber, and what light bulk
moes in what fixture (the overall ef-
fect of the lighting will change if a
different light bulb is put in). Order
at least one more of everything
when 10 or more are neaded.

» Take a maintenance package or
pav on a yearly basis for the light-
ing company to come kack and re-
align lights and change bulbs, sug-
pesled Eoger Regimbal, CHA, gen-
eral manager of Plainficld Country
Club. Several managers agread that
it is convenient if the lighting com-
pany is close by,

= Do some of vour own mainte-
mance, recommended Steickland,
Using a drawing of the property
that shows light placement, Con-
grressional’s security staff checks at
night for burned-out bulbs. Then
maintenance replaces ground
lamyps in the daytime or Strickland
calls the lighting company o re-
place lamps in lrees. ]
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ight-en up. Somelime seon,

I plan a moonlight stroll
around the club. Mo need to
bring your sweetheart, just a note-
book and an open mind. First, as-
sess the oubdoor lighting as it is
ncvw. Thie kind of lighting vou have
rmay wiell depend on how recently it
was installed and whether it was
done in stages over the years or all

at one time under 3 comprehensive
plan.

The next step iz to make note of
areas that could stand improve-
ment — important landscape or ar-
chiteotural features that have been
left in the dark too long, The cost of
improving vour nighttime illumi-
nation can range from a few thuu-
] bo B0, 000 or $30.000, depend-
ing howw elaborate a plan you un-
dertake. Whether youspend a little
ar a lot, the benefits to the club will

b improved safeby and security, a
more beautiful setting, and in-
creazed member satisfaction.
Before any project is launched,
consultation with a knowledgeable
professional is in order. A lighting
designer will be able look at the
overall setting of the property and
use concealed lights to bring out the
best of natural and archilectural
feabures — sown From both inside
and outside, They may also reduce
the effect of negative features sim-
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plv by not lighting them. An expe-
rienced lighting designer should
also e able to light parking lots and
walkwavs elfectively without a
larsh ||'|-:']|Hl:r:|1| I'r-'-:"'lu'lh
"We look ab landscape lighling
net st o terms of the landscape.”
said YVernon Daniel of Vernon
Chanie] Associabes of Manassas, VA,
“but the setting of the architectural
structure in the overall plant land-
scape. With a country club you'll be
driving up to the club. We want
you to see the architecture of the
handsome building as well as the
beauly of the groundsz and land-
sCApe and mavbe large frees”
Lighting dﬂﬁugnwn have the ex-
|‘:-|._.r||=u|._. 1o ]:ll.‘:-ﬂ-:lll.-:'lr'l. the |:'|:|‘.|"||__'IF..
choose lamp colers, and conceal or
Blend 1 Axtures Ea ]:':""'ﬂ oul the

Covthipned on pmge 174
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best in your landscape and club
building, Because most fixtures will
be concealed among shrubs and
trees, Daniel zaid, designers must
understand plantz and be able to
work with a growing and changing
landscape.

Twao main lighting areas for
clubs are typically the approach to
the main entrance and sweeping
nighttime vistas from large win-
dows locking out onto fairways
and greens fram areas like the din-
ing room, Vernon Daniel Associates
placed lights in trees af the 96h Faic-
way overlooking the main dining
room at the Plainfield Country Club
near Mew York City,

“At night when the lighting
comes on it gives another dimen-
sion altogether,” said Manager
FEoger Fegimbal, CHA. "At the end
of ﬁﬁat hole you can see the skyline
of New York. It is just like |.:-.1'=.r||1g
the way to look at the scenery of
New York.” With the enhanced
view, the club’s dining room is in a

better position to lure members’
dining dollars away from down-
forwn réstaurants.

hat the pros know. What
can [or should) you ex-
pect to gam if yam hire a

lighting designer?

¢ A designer should work with
vou to help you prioritize your
lighting needs and provide a com-
prehensive plan for the club, Is your
need related to esthetics, safety, se-
curity, or all three? One plan should
take care of all these needs, Daniel
said. Then you’ll need to decide
what areas yvou want to light — for
example, the club facade, the en-
trance view, walkwavs, or views of
wrounds and Ialrwaw from the din-
1.19 area, Looking al a plan should
.14:1;,1 vau decide what areas are
micsk i|1'|'|‘.-:'_‘|rti,:|;1t 1§ PLALEE

¢ A odesigner should want o
know what vou are interested in
and fit his or her suggestions o
vour budget, said Constantine Per-
gantis of Nite Lites of Morth Fo-

Ciombiereed on page 116

il

Designers can dluminate walk-
wivs with lamps concealed under
shrubbery on the sides orin the
trees above, Lights in trees provide
downlighting, which covers a larg-
er area and is an effective wav of il-
luminating paths and driveways,
said Constantine Pergantis of Mite
Lites in Morth Potomas, bD.

“A treg-lined driveway ceeates a
grand enfrance coming up to the
main clubhouse. [t's more etfective
tor light up the trees going up the
driveway than to see parking-lvpe
|ij_r||::||:1-x H ||;_'||:|‘g the dreivie — that makeos
it feel more like a runway.”

Downlighting throws shadows
similar to those caused by a Full
maoon. The light is progected down
through the tree to create interest-
ing patterns across paved areas.
Another method, uplighting from
Fixbures concealed on the ground,
picks up the interior of a tree or
highlights an object of interest like
a statue or flag pole.

Designers will sometimes use
uplighting, downlighting, and
cross-lighting in a larger teee. They
cin achieve a silhowette by highting
a wall behind a tree with an inter-
esling shape, leaving the tree dark
0 it will stand out against the light
bhined,

Uplighting a topiary will couse it
to cast a shadow that is somewhat

larger than the actual object, onto a
building or wall behind, When it is
windy the shadow of a small up-
lighted tree will move on the wall,

Palioz, pools, and fountains look
magical with night lighting and can
draw vour members outside on
nice evenings, Backlighting a foun-
tain can create dramatic sparkle.
Daring the peak blooming season,
cirlored |i§]1:-¢; can b used to |'|'iﬂ|'|-
light and enhance display beds. In
winter, when the deciduous trees
are bare, lighting gives a different
effect, creating views that change
with the seasons, £
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tomac, MO, IF vour budget will not
allow you o do everything at once,
'.-'.hl_'w-:_l-:J yau want to starct? A come-
prehensive plan allows you to de-
cide what you want at the begin-
i aned install lighting as funds
become available or the need arises,

The Plainfield Country Club
began with kev areas around the
b-l_l_'ill_l'iﬂ_!_?. and on the course, then
added one or two lamps around the
patio last vear. Mext they plan to il-
lurminate the walkway to the patio.

“It's easy for the company [Ver-
nen Daniel] to add on,” Regimbal
st 'T|||"-,-' bsrig ng |.J'.--:'|||H al the
course and the building and make
recommendations on where and
why bt place lamps. There's enough
TOOME For your awn input — if you
say, “This tree here is one we espe-
cially like because it's a landmark,”
they'll do everything necessary to
highlight it. You tell them what you
want and they tell vou what they
think.”

oA designer is a specalist in the
long-term operation and mainte-
mance of an cutdaoaor '|i_ﬁ|'|li|'|__q EYE-
fem. Because designers understand
the kasic features of fixtures — en-

erpy efficiency, lamp life, and resiz-
tance to weather Hu‘-}' Can ex-
plain the pros and cons of the vari-
ous lamp types and fixtures, Per-
gantis said, They also know what
color and Tj.rp-.'s of fixtures will
blend in best with a building or
amang shrubs. They should be fa-
miliar with several fixture manu-
facturers

Equipment should be able ko
withstand the environment for 20
WENLTS, Dramiel gaie, nq'ﬁl:-',ri.l':!\- well
choose mainly vapor lights, which
have long life and high enargy effi-
ciency, The lamp life of a vapor
light is on the average of 24,000
hours compared with about 2,000
howrs for an ordinary incandescent
Aoodlight. Vapor lights are as il
as three times as energy efficient as
an incandescent installation.

Lighting by design, then, pro-
duces greater sfficiency and econao-
my as well as esthetics, “In the long
run the designer will pay for his
services in kangible amounts of
maney based on a lower slackeis bill
because of the use of more efficient

After dark, colored Hghls and other special effects can ciiange Wie appearance of var

Jraverl e

said.

1-r.3'|":|j'|11-\.'|'.-‘: will be involved in
the installation process to ensure
that fixtures are properly posi-
taned and shielded 1o eliminate

]“-_u I'_:AM'FII_IHI;_I_‘I_ TI"“. ';.“'-.'-I_"' ||11||||":]||||:1|'\.'
goes o the hnj,htq" b zource, Then
vou don't appreciate the beauty of
the area,” Daniel said, "You should
not see any light source at all.” D

and effective fixtures,” Pergantis  glare, “Any time your light source Conbirned on page 178
Li!"g’.l!!.[i?:g— have and what jobs have they IF you can find several compa-
L done? nies thal seem experienced enough

Covitinsiend from page 117
signers also know how to pasgition
fixbures for casy maintenance.

hoosing the best company
‘ for the job. First of all, it is

important fo know the com-
pany's background and how long
they have been in business. L‘.'msh
the company specialize in lighting
design or is it just a fixture installer?
What experience do the designers

They should be alle to give ref-
erences, provide photos, and hope
fully be able to send you to ook at
FTEH] rlh.r examples of their work. Al-
thn—ugh the Chevy Chase Club in
Maryland had domne previcus busi-
wess with Vernon Daniel Associ-
ates, General Manager Edward
Felshow also went to loak at light-
ing installed by Draniel at Belle
Haven Country Club nearby

and have a good track record, you
can take competitive bids. Compar-
ing the bids may not always be
comparing apples to apples, how-
cvier, The companies may suggest
different treatments or one I.I.l.':-]j..[l
might be more detailed and inclu-
sive than another.

Congressional Country Club is
q_l_zr,n_nl;]'!.r pl.,: :;lrlg o aded ||;|"]':l||'|l.‘
te the parking area at their tennis
comnplex. They are considering twa
'prn'_':]_'msi,ﬂ.a; with fwa differant ap-
proaches. "We're not only compar-
ing dollars but lighting concepts,”
said project coordinator Vernon
Strickland.

After educabing himself about



fixtures, F ﬁlmll_! '|1"|.'-m1. lonked at
three |_'-'r~._|'|'-|,'~.._1|' far I".u._'lll.' Havern.
The winning company «id naf have
'Iw |.|.~ sast bid, but it was located
lose by, a plus for maintenance
winrk, and Sha uphnessy and the
board liked
better than others that were pre-
sented. The club ultimately imple-
mented a plan that combined ideas
from several different proposals,

Second, the illumination compa-

1y should also bBeowe ""”"1_'. to wark
with the manager in presenting the
design to the board of directors,
Mg hl illumination can be ditficult
for the average lavman to visualize.
I addition h_, provid "'"':-','I.'rl."' EICes
and offering o show actual jobs, &
presentation to the board with large
color photos and plans of the club
kb ]'I' ]I'.' t'l II]-

T |1|_"||_:- vou decide whal Vi
want, depending on the size of the
job, the designer may be able fo
bring sample fixtures to the job site
coe evening and hook them up
femporarily to give some idea of

R COMM Ll 1'.-' 5 ideas

Members of Belle Hoven Cownrtry Clad dn Alexmndria, VA, eofioy Hee aigfetiime vivies

f:nrrl thar clhainlioarzge.

how the lighting will look, Pergan-
s maicl. TF some fixtures will be vis-
ible, you shauld be able to look at
samples.

Third, a lighting company

should always be present at the in-
stallation, o fine tune the design
and track details. Simple things
like making sure that extra cable is
Crrninieed oa gage 120
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allotted o allow far the BEOW th of
trees — will save the club 't e amd
money down the road.

Typically, a lighting firm will
take care of m*lling permits and
e |_'-.1||j o &5 O VOUE |‘:-.l."-:'l
They should have {and be able to
show proof of) workman's comp in
surance and an umbrella liability
policy against property damage.

Trees may be accessed through
ladders, ropes and saddles, or buck-
el trucks, Although digging to place
wires in Lhe open may be done by
e, cli_i;Is;il'lf; arcund Lree rodals
and in garden beds iz wsually done
by hand. “We take full responsibil-
ity for the satisfaction of the client,
whether lrom a liabkility standpoint
or from accomplishing esthetic ef-
fiects," Dlaniel said,

As part of the installation, the
lighting company must be available
#a ek vkl Vil and mermbars of
the board in the cvening to review
the lighting after it is installed and
to make adjustments. “You need a
night-Lime ﬂ-n;it‘ﬂn*ng meeting
1.*-']1-;::| it's |:-|‘||.;'!.". dark,” |:'|"'.|'r'.'|:|‘|l:|‘=\.
said, w;lth the custoamer, +|l-;= light-
ing guy, and the technicians w 111‘-
are installing the systemn.”

Fourth, H"w company should be
availahle fa do maintenance in fu-
ture yvears, Downlighting will re-
quire tree pruning if the branches
get so thick they block the light. [t
will regquire tree climbing if a Jamp
burns out or becomes misligned,
Fergantis pointed out, Uplighting is
subject to vandalism and fixtures

being run over by carls or cars.

l|1_;_-'|:.;|]|_:_1|:i|_:-1'| .=:|:'|-:| maankbenansse

should be a complete package,
Daniel emphasized. You can pur
chase a maintenance plan from

soame companies o look over your
!"}"-\':itﬂl:l'l A LA :l.‘."i-q_'l,_' ql _'|"|';'I e others

will return as needed, often on a
per-visit fee. Your staft

t]'u_' I11q,|'i1'|:l:,'1'|i!|:":l:"{'.

Trees grow,
dowen
strikes, as it did at Congressional in
1994, Every few years il's a good
;i:;lr_'.gll. I"L'r!%_i: nhis moted, “la pay a
lighting consultant to come back
and do an overview and see how
things are doing.” =

branches bBlpw

I may be able
ks o saame, Bail ].‘:l’l.!lb.-‘l':ll'_!.' nait all, af

. and occasionally lightening



